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CH A. P T E R I. 
of the Diſcovery pu Uſer of Tobacco. 


4OBACCO, or Tabacco, is a me- 
dicinal plant, which remained un- 


known to Europeans till the diſcovery of 
America by the Spaniards ; being firſt im- 
ported from thence about the year 1 560. 
The Americans of the continent called' it 
Petun; thoſe of the iſlands, Voli. Her- 
nandez de Toledo ſent jt into Spain from 


Tabaco, a province of Yucatan, where he 
B firſt 


1 
firſt found and learned its uſe; and from 
which place he gave it the denomination it 

f {ll bears. | 

Sir Walter Raleigh firſt ro the uſe 
of it into England, in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, about the year 1585. The 
plant was probably known in this kingdom 
before that time, by means of the Spaniards 
or Portugueſe ; it is however certain, that 
he firſt taught the Engliſh to ſmoke it. 

The French, on its firſt introduction 
among them, gave it various names, as Ni- 
cotiana, or the Embaſſador's Herb, from 
John Nicot, who came ſoon after it was diſ- 
covered, as embaſſador to that court, from 
Francis the Second of Portugal, and brought 
ſome of it with him ; which he preſented to 
a grand Prior of the houſe of Lorrain, and 
to Queen Catherine de Medicis : on this ac- 
count it was ſometimes called the Grand 
Prior's Herb, and ſometimes: the Queen's 


Herb. 
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When, or in what manner this plant was 
introduced ints the oriental nations is uncer- 
tain, althoygh it is at preſent in general uſe 
among thei. Conſiderable quantities of it 
are likewiſc cultivated in the Levant, the 
coaſts of Greece and the Archipelago, in 
the iſland of Malta and in Italy. | 
Tobacco is termed by botaniſts, Nicoti- 
ana; and is arranged by them as a genus of 
the Pentandria W claſs of plants. 
It is ſometimes uſed medicinally ; but being 
very powerful in its operations, this muſt 
be done with great caution. The moſt com- 
mon uſes of it are, either as a ſternutatory 
when taken by way of ſnuff, as a maſticatory 
by chewing it in the mouth, or as an efflu- 
via by ſmoking it; and when uſed with 
moderation is not an unhealthy amuſement, 
whether it repleniſhes the humble pouch of 
the ruſtic, or the golden box of the cour- 
tier. | 
Before pipes were invented, it was uſually 
ſmoked in ſegars, and they are ſtill in uſe 
| B 2 among 


x 1%) 


among ſome of the ſouthern nations. The 


method of preparing theſe is at once ſimple 
and expeditious : a leaf of tobacco being 


formed into a ſmall twiſted roll ſomewhar 


larger than the ſtem of a pipe, and about eight 
inches long, the ſmoke is con veyed through 
the winding folds, which prevent it from 
expanding, as through a tube; ſo that one 
end of it being lighted, and the other ap- 
plied to the mouth, it is in this form uſed 
without much inconvenience : but in proceſs 
of time, pipes being invented, they were 
found more commodious vehicles for the 
ſmoke, and are now in general uſe, 

Among all the productions of foreign 
climes introduced into theſe kingdoms, 
ſcarcely any has been held in higher eſtima- 
tion by perſons of every rank than tobacco. 
In the countries of which it is a native, it is 
conſidered by the Indians as the moſt valua- 
ble offering that can be made to the Beings 
they worſhip : they uſe it in all their civil 
and religicus ceremonies. When once its 


ſpiral 
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ſpiral wreaths aſcend from the feathered pipe 
of peace, the compact that has juſt been 
made, is confidered as ſacred and inviolable. 
Likewiſe, when they addreſs their great Fa- 
ther, or his guardian Spirits, reſiding as they 
believe in every extraordinary production of 
nature *, they make liberal offerings of 
this valuable plant to them, doubting not 
but that they ſecure thereby the protection 
they requeſt. 

Smoking was at firſt ſuppoſed to be the 
only means by which its virtues could be 
attained ; but at length it was found out 
that the juices of it extracted by chewing 
were of a cordial nature, alleviating, in la- 
borious employments, the cravings of hun- 
ger, or the depreſſion of fatigue ; and alſo, 
that the powder of it received into the head 
through the noſtrils, in moderate quantities, 
was a ſalubrious and refreſhing ſternutatory. 
For theſe purpoſes, the Americans inhabit- 


* Vide Travels into the interior parts of North- 


America, Chap. 13, page 382. 
ing 


, 
ing the interior ſettlements manufacture it 

in the following eaſy manner. Being poſ- 
ſeſſed of a tobacco-wheel, which is a very 
fimple machine, they ſpin the leaves, after 
they are properly cured, into a twiſt of any 
fize they think fit, and having folded it into 
rolls of about twenty pounds weight each, 
they lay it by for uſe. In this ſtate it will 
keep for ſeveral years, and be continually 
improving, as it every hour grows milder, 
When they have occaſion to uſe it, they 
take off ſuch a length as they think neceſ- 
ſary, which, if deſigned for ſmoking, they 
cut into ſmall pieces, for chewing into 
langer, as choice directs ; if they intend to 
make ſnuff of it they take a quantity from 
the roll, and laying it in a room where a fire 
is kept, in a day or two it will become dry, 
and being rubbed on a grater will produce a 
genuine ſnuff. Thoſe, in more improved 
regions, who like their ſnuff ſcented, may 
apply to it ſuch odoriferous waters as they 
can procure, or think moſt pleaſing. 


The 


7 
. The Illinois uſually. form it into'carots, 
which is done by laying a number of leaves, 
when cured, on each other, after the ribs 
have been taken out, and rolling them round 
with packthread, till they become cemented 
together. Theſe rolls commonly meaſure 
about eighteen or twenty inches long, and 
nine round in the middle part. But as many 
other methods are at preſent well known in 
England, that probably anſwer the purpoſe 
full as well as theſe, it is almoſt unneceſſary 
to deſcribe them. 
Theſe directions are here given for the 
benefit of thoſe who raiſe tobacco for their 
own uſe, and chuſe to make their ſnuff with- 
out applying to the manufacturer for it. 
Among the articles of commerce tobacco 
holds a diſtinguiſhed rank, and affords no 
inconſiderable addition to the revenues of 
the ſtate. Before the preſent unhappy diſ- 
ſentions broke out between Great-Britain 
and America, about ninety-fix thouſand 
hogſheads were annually imported from 
Maryland 
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8 , 
Maryland and Virginia. Thirteen thouſand 
five hundred of which were conſumed at 
home; the duty of which, at the rate of 
261. 15, per hogſhead, amounted to 35 1,7650. 
The remaining eighty-two thouſand, five 
hundred hogſheads were exported to various 
parts of Europe, and their value received in 

ſpecie, or the produce of thoſe countries. 
To the uſes already enumerated, I ſhall 
add another to which tobacco might be ap- 
plied, that I believe has never been made 
known to Europeans, and which will render 
it. much more eſtimable than any of the fore- 
going. It has been found by the Americans 
to anſwer the purpoſe of tanning leather, as 
well, if not better, than bark; and was not 
the latter ſo plentiful in their country would 
be generally uſed by them inſtead of it. I 
have been witneſs to many experiments 
wherein it has proved ſucceſsful, eſpecially 
on the thinner forts of hides, and can ſafely 
pronounce it to be, in countries where bark 
is ſcarce, a valuable ſubſtitute for that article. 
5 CH AP. 
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0 A PTER u. 
4 Deperiptiom of the Plant and its Flowers. 


THERE are ſeveral ſpecies of the To- 
bacco Plant, and theſe are chiefly diſ- 
tinguiſhable by their flowers, and the junc- 
tion of the leaves to the ſtalks; but as this 
is not intended for a Botanical Treatiſe, I 
ſhall confine my deſcription to thoſe ſorts 
which are cultivated in the-colonies for ex- 
portation : theſe are two; the Oronokoe and 
the ſweet-ſcented ; which differ from each 
other in no reſpe& but in the ſhape of their 
leaves, thoſe of the former being longer and 
narrower than the latter. Both are tall, 
herbaceous plants, of an erect growth and 
noble foliage, riſing each with a ſtrong ſtem 
(in their native ſoil) to the height of from 
fix to nine feet. The ſtalk is upwards of 
an inch diameter near the root, and ſur- 
rounded with a kind of hairy or velvet, 


C7 clammy 


clammy ſubſtance, of. a yellowiſh green co; 
lour. The leaves, which are rather of a 
deeper green, grow to the ſtalk alternately, 
af the diſtance: of ghost two of three. inches 
from each other. They are oblong, of a 
{pear-thaped-oval, and ſimple; without pe- 
dicles embracing the ſtalk by an auriculated 
baſe. The largeſt are about twenty inches 
long, decreaſing in ſize as they aſcend, till 
they are not longer than ten inches, and 
nearly half as broad. The face of the leaves 
1s much undulated, or corrugated, not un- 
like-thoſe of ſpinnage when full ripe. In 
their firſt ſtate, at the time they do not ex- 
ceed five or fix inches, the leaves are uſu- 
ally of a full green, and rather ſmooth, but 
as they increaſe-in ſize they acquire a yel- 
lowiſh caſt and become rougher. 

The ſtem and branches are terminated by 
large bunches of flowers, collected intocluſters 
of a delicate red, the edges, when quite blown, 
inclining to a pale purple. The flowers 
con- 


WH ö 
continue in ſucceſſion until the end of ſum- 
mer, when they make room for the ſeed. 
| Theſe are of a brown colour, kidhey-ſhaped; 
and very ſmall, each capſule generally coti- 
taining about a thouſand, and the whole 
produce of a fingle plant is eſtimated at three 
hundred and fifty thouſand. The ſeeds are 
uſually ripe in the month” of September, 
and when perfectly dry may be rubbed out 
and preſerved in bags till the followin g ſea- 
ſon. 
The Orvtiokoe; or, as it is termed by ch. the 
ſcedſmen, the long Virginia, appears to me 
to be the ſort beſt ſuited to bear the rigour of 
a northern climate, the ſtrength of the plant, 
as well as the ſcent and efficacy of the leaves 

being greater than the other. The ſweet- 
' ſcented flouriſhes moſt in a ſandy ſoil and 
warm countries, where it greatly exceeds 
the former in the celerity of its growth ; 
and although, as I have before obſerved; it 
differs from the Oronokoe only in the ſhape 
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of ts Look: being ſhorter and N ack | 
it is unlike in its ſtrength and flavour, being, 
agreeable. to its name, much milder we 
pleaſanter. 

As a ſpecies of garden plants, the Nicoti- 
ana is an ornamental. annual for the pleaſure 
ground, as it attains a majeſtic ſtature, and 
being adorned with fine luxuriant leaves, 
and large cluſters of pleaſing flowers which 
terminate all the ſhoots, during the autumn 
it exhibits an elegant appearance. 

For a more compleat idea of the Oronokoe 
plant and its flowers, the reader is referred to 


the plate prefixed to this Work, But it muſt 
be obſerved, that the number of leaves re- 


preſented on the ſtalk is not deſigned to ſerve 
as a rule for topping the tobacco, as directed 
in the fourth chapter. Only a few of them 
are annexed to the ſtalk, that the repreſen- 


tation of the leaf might be the more com- 
pleat. | 
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1 @ H E beſt ground for raiſing the plant ii 
a warm, kindly, rich oil, that is not 
© ſubje& to be over- run with weeds ; for from 
theſe it muſt be totally cleared. The ſoil in 
which it grows in its native climate, Virgi- 
nia, is inclining to ſandy, conſequently 
warm and light ; the nearer therefore the 
nature of the land in which it is planted in 
England approaches to that, the greater pro- 
bability there is of its flouriſhing here. 
Other kinds of ſoils may probably be brought 
to ſuit it, by a mixture with ſome attenu- 
ating ſpecies of manure, but a knowledge of 
this muſt be the reſult of repeated trials. 
It muſt however be remembered, that what- 
ever manure is added to the ſoil muſt be 
thoroughly incorporated with it. 
a The 


(i) 

The fituation moſt preferable for a plan- 
—— is the ſouthern declivity of a hill, 

er gradual than abrupt; or a ſpot that 

is * by a wall, a bank, or any other 

M bam) from the bllneing nörth Winds 

= which ſo frequently Blow; düring the ſpring 
= months, in this iſland; but at the ſame 

=_ time it is neceſſary to obſerve, that the 

5 plants muſt. enjoy a free. current of air z for 

if that be obſtructed they will not proſper. 
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As the ohaceg plans» eig " ganyal, 
dis only to be raiſed from ſeed, I would 
particularly, reepmmend to ſuch, as mean to 
—— it, the greateſt care in purchaſing 
theſe, leſt. by ſpwing ſuch as is not good, 
they loſe, with their expected crop, the ſea- 
ſon. The different ſorts of the ſeeds ngt 
being diſtinguiſhable, like the plants, from 
| each other, nor the goodneſs to be 
aſcertained by their appearance, the pur- 
chaſer, till he has raiſed a ſupply from 
his own cultivation, muſt depend on the ve- 
racity of the ſeedſman ; who may be alſo 
ſometimes deceived, having nothing to rely 
on but the honour of the perſon who raiſed 
it : prudence therefore requires that he 
"op ſhould 


_ . CW | 
| thould apply to a perſon of character in 
that profeſſion. 

In deſcribing; the Herner in which the 
plant ought to be raiſed from the ſeed, as 
well as in the ſucceeding proceſs,” I ſhall 
confine myſelf (without regarding the me- 
thods uſually purſued in Virginia or Mary- 
land, which, from the difference of the cli- 
mate, can be of little ſervice here) to the 
practice of the northern colonies of America; 
as theſe are more parallel in their latitude 
to England. And there being even a differ. 
ence between the climate of theſe and that 
of Great-Britain, to the diſadvantage of the 
latter (I mean with regard to the cultivation 
of the tobacco plant) I ſhall minutely attend 
to this variation, and in the directions I give 
endeavour to guard againſt the inconveni- 
ences of it. Theſe inſtructions ſhall like- 
wiſe be given in plain and familiar terms, 
and not in a language that can be only un- 
derſtood by the Botaniſt or Gardener, that 

this Treatiſe may be of general uſe. 


About 
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Abeot the middle of April, or 2 | 
Bar in 2 forward. ſpring, (for the ſeaſon 
mult. be attended to, as this plant will not | 
bear forcing) fow the ſeed i in beds firſt pre- 
pared. for the purpoſe, compoſed of ſuch 
ſoil as before deſcribed, mixed with ſome. 
warm, rich manure. In a cold ſpring, re- 
gular hot beds would be moſt eligible for 
this purpoſe and indeed the Gardeners of 
this country. are perſuaded, that the Nico- 
tania cannot be raiſed in any other way ; but 
as theſe are ſeldom to be found in the gar- 
den of the farmer, and as I am convinced 
that if the weather is not remarkably ſevere, 
they might be reared without doors, for his 
benefit I ſhall give the following inſtructions 
relative to their treatment. | | 
Having ſown the ſeed in the manner di- 
rected, on the leaſt apprehenſion of a froſt 
after the plants appear, it will be neceſſary 
to ſpread mats over the beds, a little elevated 
from the ground by poles laid acroſs, that 
they may not be cruſhed. Theſe how- 
E * ever 


SE IN (_ 18, 
' ever muſt be removed 35 the morning ſoon 
after the ſun appears, that they may receive 
2 ; as much benefit as poſſible from its warmth, | 
| and from the air. In this manner proceed 
till the leaves have attained the ſize of about 
two inches in length, and one in breadth, | 
which they will do in about a month after 
- + they are ſown, or near the middle of May, 
when the froſts uſually are at an end. - One 
invariable rule for their being able to bear 

removal is, when the fourth leaf is ow W 
and the fifth juſt appears. 

Then take the opportunity of the fir 
rains, or gentle ſhawers, to tranſplant them 
into ſuch a ſoil and ſituation as before de- 
ſcribed. This muſt be done in the follow- 
ing manner: The land muſt be plowed, or 
dug up with ſpades, and made as mellow 
and light as poſſible, Where the plants are 
to be placed, raiſe with the hoe ſmall hil- - 
locks at the diſtance of two feet, or a little 
more, from each other, taking care that no 
hard ſods or lumps are in it, and then juſt . 


indent 


3 
indent the middle of each, without drilling 
holes as for ſome other plants. | | 

When your ground is thus prepared, dig 
in a gentle manner from their native bed, 
ſuch plants as are arrived at the ſtate before- 
mentioned, and drop, as you paſs, one on 
every hillock. Inſert a plant gently into 
each center, preſſing the ſoil around it with 
your fingers, and taking the greateſt care, 
during the operation, that you do not break 
off any of the leaves, which are at this time 
exquiſitely tender. If the weather proves 
dry, after they are thus tranſplanted, they ö 
muſt be watered with ſoft water, in the ſame 
manner as is uſually done to coleworts or 
plants of a ſimilar kind. 

Notwithſtanding you now appear to have a 
ſufficient quantity of plants for the ſpace you 
intend to cultivate, yet it is neceſſary that you | 
continue to attend to your bed of ſeedlings, 
| that you may have enough to ſupply any de- 
ficiences which, through accident, might 
_ ariſe, From this time great care muſt be 
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taken to keep the ground ſoft, and free from. | 
weeds, by often ſtirring. with your. hoe the 
mould round the roots and to prune off 
the dead leaves that ſometimes are found n near. 
| the bottom of the ſtalk. ws: 4h 
The difference of this Mane from. that 


"a which I have been accuſtomed to obſerye 


the progreſs of this plant, will not permit 
me to direct with certainty the time which 
is moſt proper t to take off the top of it, to 
prevent it from running to ſeed. This 
knowledge can only be perfectly Nauifed 
by experience. When it has riſen to up- 
wards of two feet, it commonly begins to 
put forth the branches on which the flowers 
and ſeeds are produced; but as this expan- 
ſion, if ſuffered to take place, would drain 
the nutriment from the leaves, which are 
the moſt valuable part, and thereby leſſen 
their ſize and efficacy, it becomes needful 
at this ſtage to nip off the extremity of the 
ſtalk, to prevent its growing higher. In 
ſome other climates the top is commonly 
cut 


<a) 


cut, off when the plant has fifteen lune. 
If the tobacco is intended to be a little 
ſtronger than uſual, this is dane when it has. 
only thirteen ; and ſometimes, when. it is 
choſen to be remarkably powerful, eleven 
or twelve leaves only are allowed to expand. 
On the contrary, if the planter is defirous_ 
to have his crop very mild, he. ſuffers it ta 
put forth eighteen or twenty: but in this 
calculation the three or four lower leaves 
next the ground, which do not grow ſo large 
and fine as * others, Wenn. . 
oned. 1 85 
This is "denominated, 66 topping the to- 
bacco, and i is much better dane by the fin- 
ger and thumb, than with any inſtrument, 
becauſe the former cloſe, at the ſame time, | 
the pores of the plant; whereas, when it is 
done with the latter, the juices are in ſome. 
degree exhauſted. And though this might. 
appear unimportant, yet. every method that 
tends to give e. to the leaves ſhould be 
carefully putſued. 
: | For 


the concluſion of this chapter, be eaſily 


3 
; | k 364 | 
' . 
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For the fame reaſons care muſt be taken 
to nip off the ſprouts that will be continu. 


ally ſpringing up at the junction of the leaves 
with the ſtalks. © This is termed ſuccouring 


or ſuckering the tobacco,” and ought to be 


repeated as often as occaſion requires. 
_**The laſt, and not the leaſt concern in the 
cultivation of this plant, is the deſtruction 


of the worm that nature has given it for an 


enemy, and which, like many other reptiles, 


preys on its benefactor. To deſtroy theſe, 
which are the only inſects that moleſt this 
plant, or at leaſt to keep them under, for 


It is impoſſible totally to exterminate them, 
every leaf muſt be carefully ſearched. As 


ſoon as a wound is diſcovered, and it will 
not be long before it is perceptible, care 


muſt be taken to deſtroy the cauſe of it, who 


will be found near it, and from his unſub- 
ſtantial texture, which I thall deſcribe at 


cruſhed : but the beſt method is to pluck it 
away by the horn, and then cruſh it. With- 
5 out 


— * * 
6 
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. out a ohn attention to theſe noxious - 
inſects, a whole field of plants may be ſoon 


deſtroyed and even if any of them are left 
in the leaves, during the cure, they prove 


equally deſtructive. This i is termed worm 


ing the tobacco; and as theſe worms are 
found moſt predominant the latter end of 
July, and the beginning. of Auguſt, they 


muſt be particularly attended to at that 


ſeaſon. 
As I have juſt e that i ie is Laie 


| able, without experience, to point out the 


due time for topping the plant, ſo it is 
equally. as impoſſible to aſcertain the time 
it will take to ripen in this climate. That 
can only be known by future obſervations 
for as it is at preſent only cultivated in 
England as an ornament for the garden, no 
attention has, I believe, been hitherto be- 
ſtowed on the preſervation of its leaves. 
The apparent ſigns, however, of its matu- 


rity are theſe: The leaves, as they approach 


a ſtate of ripeneſs, become more corrugated 
or 


mottled with yellowiſh! ſpots on the raiſed 


parts, whilſt the cavities tetain their uſual | 
Steen colour, They ate, at this time, alſo 
thicker than they have before been, and are 
covered with a kind of downy velvet, ih 
the fame manner as the ſtalks - = feſcribed | 
to Sp in the preceding chapter. en. 
f heavy rains happen at this critical pe- 
riod, they will waſh this excreſcent ſubſtance 
off, and thereby datnage the plants. In 
is caſe, if the froſty nights are not begth, 
it is proper to let them ſtand" a few” days 
Jonger ; when, if the weather be more mo- 
derate, they will ' recover” łhis ſubſtance 
again. But if a froſt unexpectedly happens 
during the night, they muſt be carefully 
examined in the morning before the ſun has 
any influence on them; and thoſe which are 
found to be covered with froſty particles, 
whether thoroughly ripe or not, muſt be 
cut up: for though they may not all appear” 
to be arrived at'a ſtate of maturity, yet they 
cannot 


extvot be. fas" ſaab; and will diser bet N 
_  lintle . * 


a io,” | 


occurs to my a 3 the cul-+ 


ture of the plant, I ſhall priceed, as pro- 
poſed, to deferibe the wort that infeſts 


it. It is of che horned ſpecies,” and appears 
to be peculiar to this plant; io that in many | | 
parts of Americs it is diſtinguiſhed by the 


de of the Tobacco Worm. In what 


gited, is uncertain; but duubtleſs by | the 
ſame inexplicable means that nature makes 
uſe of to continue the exiſtence of many 


other claſſes of this minute part of the cre- 


ation, 'The firt time it is diſcernible, is 
when the plants have gained about half their 
height: it then appears to be nearly as large 
as a gnat; ſoon after which it lengthens 
into a worm, and. by degrees increaſes in 
magnitude to the ſize of a man's finger. In 
| ſhape it is regular from its head to its tail, 


E without 


3 it is firſt produced, cr how propa- 


| by * 199 
without any PN au n 
indented or ribbed round at equal diſtances, 
os # | " nearly a quarter of an inch from each other: 
, and having at every one of theſe :divifions, : a 
pair of feet or elawis, by which it faſtens itſelf | 
tothe plant. Its mouth, like that of the ca- 
— ctrpillar, is placed under the fore - patt of 
the head. On the top of the head, between 
the eyes, grows a horn about half an inch 
in length, and greatly reſembling a thorn; 
the extreme part of which is in colour 
brown, of a firm texture, and ſharp pointed. 
By this horn, as before obſerved, it is uſually 
plucked from the leaf. It is eafily cruſhed, 
being only, to appearance, a compoſition of 
green juice incloſed by a membranous co- 
vering, without the internal parts of an ani- 
mated being. The colour of its ſkin is in 
general green, interſperſed with ſpots of a 
; yellowiſh white; and the whole covered 
Vith a ſhort hair ſcarcely to be diſcerned. 
To preſerve the'planter from the ravages of 
an inſect ſo deſtructive to his plantation, as 
J. | | he 


he! will dy; able to diſtinguiſh * 
with a greater degree of preciſion, I have *. 
given in the frontiſpiece as exact a repre- 

ſentation of it, as can be done from me- 
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* the Hanne 5 which it is uſualy cured, 


WIEN the dont is found, agreeable to 

| the preceding directions, to be fit for 
gathering, on the firſt morning that pro- 

miſes a fair day, before the ſun is riſen, * | 
take an axe or a long knife, and holding the 
ſtalk near the top with one hand, ſever _; 
from its root with the other, as low as | 
poſſible. Having done this, lay it gently on 
the ground, fo as not to break off the leaves, 
and there let it remain expoſed | to the rays of 
the ſun throughout the day, ot until the 
leaves are entirely wilted, as it is termed in 
America; that is, till they become limber, 
and will bend any way without breaking. 
But if, on the contrary, the rain ſhould 
continue without any intervals, and the | 
. plants appear to be full ripe, they muſt be f 
cut down and houſed immediately. This | 
muſt = | 


mlt 1 done, however, with great — 
that the leaves, which are in this — 


brittle, may not be broken, Being placed 


under proper ſhelter, either in 3 barn or a 


be thinly. ſcattered on the floor, and it the 

ſum dogs not appear for ſeveral days, ſo that 

they can be laid out again, they muſt remaig 

to wilt in that manner; which is not indeed 

ſo. deſirable as in the ſun, nor will the 
tobacco prove quite ſo good, 


When the leaves have acquired the dani ; 
bility before deſcribed, the plants muſt be 
laid inheaps, or rather in one heap, if the 


quantity be not too great, and in about 


twenty-four hours they will be found to 
| ſweat, But during this time, when they 
have lain for a little while, and begin to 
ferment, it is neceſſary to turn them ; bring- 


ing. thoſe which are in the middle: to the 
ſurface, and placing thoſe which were'at the 
ſurface, in the middle, that by this means the 
whole quantity may be equally fermented. 
on | The 


goyered hoyel, Nr. they cannot be affect, | 
ed by the rain or too much air, they muſt 


* 


[8 1 Ag 
The longer they lie in this” ituatlon the 
darker coldured'the tobacco becomes. This - 

A is termed * ſweating che tobacco. ad 45 

AAſtſter they have lain In this manner for 

tree or four Gays, for in longer time they 

may heat ſo much äs to grow mouldy, the 
plants may be faſtened together in pairs, 
with cords or wooden pegs, neat the bottdm 
of *the' alk, and hung a&t6f8 a pole, with 
the leaves ſuſpended, in the fime covered 
place, à proper interval being left between 
each pair. In about à month the leaves 
will be thoroughly dricd, and of a proper 
temperature to be taken down. This ſtate 

may be aſcertained by their appearing of l 

the ſame colour as thoſe imported from 

America, with which few are anacquainted. 

But this can be done at no other ſeaſon 

than during wet weather; for the tobacco 


being a plant greatly abounding with ſalts, 
it is always affected if there is the leaſt hu- 
midity in the atmoſphere, even though it f 
be hung in a dry place. If this rule be 

| 55 not 


265: 4 3 » 
. not obſerved, but they ate temoved / in day _ 23 
weather, the external parts of the lenẽ x © 
will crumble into duſt, W ee 
| , waſte will attend ts removal. ns Wwe 
he ſdon as the plants 6 
they muſt once more be laid ãn a heap; and 
pteſſed with heavy logs of wood for about 4 
week. This climate, however, may requite 
2 longer time. While they remain in 
| this ſtate, it will be neceſſary to introduce 
your hand frequently into the heap, to diſ- 
cover whether the heat be not too intenſe ; 
for in large quantities this will ſometimes be 
the caſe, and conſiderable —_— will ac- 
crue from it. * 
When "9 are found to heat too acl 
that i is, when the heat exceeds. a moderate 
glowing warmth, part of the weight by 
which they are compreſſed muſt be taken 
away; and the cauſe being removed, the 
effect will ceaſe. This is called the ſe⸗ 


— 


cond or laſt ſweating,” and when compleat-. 4 
ed, which it generally will be in about te 
wed time | 7 


v4 | = M %; 25 
putt mentioned, Wks: may vs 
\ ripped? from the ſtalks for uſe. Many 
omit this luſt operation, but I think it takes 
away any remaining: harſhneſt, and readers 
of the ſtalk alib is diffuſed by it through the 

leaves, and neee 
meliorated. 222 n 
When the leave oy Aripped Hows the 
| ſtalks, they are to be tied up in bunches or 
| hatids, and kept in a cellar, or any other 
place that is damp; though if not handled 
in dry weather, but only during a rainy 
ſeaſon, it is of little conſequence in what 
part of the houſe or barn they are laid up. 
At this period the tobacco is thoroughly 
cured,” and equally as proper for manufac- 
turing as that imported from the colonies.” 
Having gone through the whole proceſs, | 
if it has been properly managed, that raw 
| fiery taſte. frequently found in the com- 
mon ſale tobacco willÞþc totally eradicated, 
3 though it retains all its ſtrength, will 
3 * 
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be ſoft and pleaſing in its flavour. Thoſe 
who are curious in their tobacco in the 

northern colonies of America fprinkle it, 
when made up into the roles for keeping, 
deſcribed in the firſt chapter, with ſmall 
common white wines or cyder, inſtead of 

falt water, which gives it an > 
fine flavour, | 
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, = AT 1 which” at wa 
ſubſiſts between Great-Britain and the 
American colonies, renders a; ſupply of 


become ſo eſſentially neceſſary to the happi- 
neſs of a great number of his Majeſtys ſub- 
jects, very uncertain; it depends, in a great 


meaſure, on the prizes, freighted with this 


commodity, that happen to be taken, and 


on the quantities which are imported from 


other commercial ſtates at a high price. It 


is therefore to be hoped that the legiſlature 


will take into conſideration ſo important a 


n and purſue ſuch meaſures as will 
F 2 conduce 


— 


cs) 


| conduce to remove this uncertainty. A te- 


medy is at hand ; that of cultivating it in 
theſe kingdoms ; but this appears to be pro- 


In an it of Charles the Second, eatitled, 
An act for prohibiting the planting, ſet- 
10 ting, Ir (Swing lobacko in England and 
Ireland, the prohibition is thus expreſ- | 
ſed: : Your, 'Majelty's: loyal andobedigm = 


a. :ſabjeQs; khr Lord and Commdns in this 


_ 3+ preſent parkarhent aſſembled, conſidering = 
.f howagreat con, e rn and importance it 


iris, that the cblonies and plantations of 
ui this kingdom in Aineriea,.. be; defended, 


that all due and paſſible encouragement 
'«;:ber-given--unto them s and that not only 
<-id regard great and conſiderable domi- 
* nions and countries have been thereby 
% gained, and added to the imperial crown 
of this realm, but for that the ſtrength 
00 and welfare of. this kingdom, do very much 
ubnes 2 4 . _— 
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1 depend upon them, in begürd of ale em 
+ ploymant.16Þ:3; very exuiliderable! pait r 
4% its >fhipping and feanien;} and of the weft 
s of very great quantities of ith native com- 
v npditier und manufdcturte, abc alſo ef its 
+4 ſapply with ſeveral denſiiorable eo 
« ditieswhichoitwas! wont formerly do hae 
#\..only:cfromoforeigners;: ua av far dearer 
gi rates t nd foraſurb as tobacco 
of the min ptoducti r ſoveral of thofe 
„ plantations) und upgtrwhichs their wel- 
Hare td" ſubhſi ſlenve, and che navigation 
46 iof this kingdom, and vent of its como 
_ «© /d}ties. thithet, do much depend and in 
_ «regard! it is found by experience, That by 
<< the planting of tobacco in theſe parts 
your · Majeſty is deprived of a conſiderable 
«« tpart' of your revenue atifing by cuſtoms 
<« upon imported tobacco Do moſt humbly 
<< pray, That it may be enacted by your 
« Majeſty's And it is hereby enacted by the 
King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, and the 
0 * in this preſent par- 
$1 e liament 


55 K * ) : 
1 eke aſſembled, and by authority of 
* the; ſame, That no perſon mr perſons 
—  {{:2whaitſoovers; ſhall or do from and after 
N " Hathe, fr: day” of January, in the year of 
% our Lord One Thouſand gin Hundred 
band, Sixty, {ets plant, improve to grow, 
make or cure any tobacco either in ſect, 
=: e plant, or otherwiſe, in oricupon any 
1 _ _ ground, earth, feld, or place within the 
4. kingdom of England, dominion of Wales, 
iſlands of Guernſey or Jerſey; or town of 
„ Berwick. upon. Tweed, or in the king- 
, dom of Ireland, under the penalty of the 
1 forfeiture of all ſuch tobacco, or the 
value thereof, or of the ſum of forty ſhil- 
lings for e every. rod. or pole of ground fo 
« planted, ſet or ſown as aforeſaid, and fo 
« proportionably for a greater or leſſer 
| „quantity of ground; one moiety thereof 
e to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors; 
« and the other moiety to him or them that 
£* ſhall ſue for the ſame, to be recoyered 
by bill, plaint, or information in any 
3 © court 


| c 39 5 | 
rent 5f repo; herd seed pro- 


tection br wager in'law'{hall be allowed. 
„Provided always and it is hereby enac- 
ted That this act, nor any thing therein 

contained; "ſhall axtend- to the hindering 
of the planting of tobacco in any phyſic 
garden of either | univerſity, or in any 
other private garden for phyſic or chy- 
t grurgery, only ſo as the quantity ſo plant- 
1 PI 
22 N garden,” 

In this act all ſheriffs, ;uftices of FR a 
Peace, or other - officers, upon information 
or complaint made unto them, are empow- 
eredito cauſe to be burnt, plucked up, con- 
ſumed or utterly deſtrpyed all ſuch tobacco, 
ſet, ſown, os or growing within their 
juriſdiction. But it not proving forcible 
enough to NO the cultivation of tobacco; 
jo the fifteenth year of the reign of the ſaid 
King, a clauſe was inſerted in an act, en- 
titled, * An act for the encouragement of 
trade, to the following purport, clauſe 18. 

ä And 


* 
Py % oy 


"ag And fhralwnth as plagtiog ab making 
„ tobaceti within" the kingdom of England 


« {> little, as to have neither power or eſſect 


* 


TS 


| 


4 doth continue and enereaſe, to tho appa- 


if nent loſs of his ſaid-Majeſty:in his cuſtoms, 
2 the diſcouragentent of the Eciglath plan- 


0 tations in the parts. beyond thb ſeas, and 


Zr een enn 
% notwithſtanding um att of par iament 


«+: made in the twelfth yoar of his ſaid Ma- 


e jeſty's reign for prevention thereof, en- 


« tituled, An act for prohibiting the plant- 
„ ing, ſetting or ſawing of tobacco in Eag- 

„ land and Ireland ; and foraſmuch as it is 
«+ ſqund by experience, that the reaſon why 
5+ the ſaid planting and making of tobacco 
« preſctibed and appointed by that law are 


4 over the tranſgreſſors thereof; For remedy 


1 therefore of ſo great an evil, Be it enacted 
% by the authority-aforeſaid; That all and 
every the perſon or perſons whatſoever, 
ee or | ſhall at any time hereaftor 


« ſet, 


(<4) 

«. (et; plant Or o any tobacco in ſeed, 
« plant or otherwiſe, in or upon any ground, 
«of England, &., ſhall, over and above 
the ptnalty of the ſaid act for that pur- 
<<, feit and pay the ſum:of ten pounds for 
evyety rod or pole. of ground, that he or 
« they ſhall ſo plant, ſet, or ſow with to- 
* bacco, and ſo. proportionably for. a greater 
<< or leſſer quantity of ,graund z one: third 
part thereof to the King, one.other third 
part to the poor of ſuch reſpective pariſh or 
© pariſhes wherein ſuch tobacco ſhall he fo 
% planted, and the other third thereof to 
« him or them that ſhall ſue for the ſame.” 

„ Phyſic gardens excepted as before,” 

This penalty alſo proving inſufficient to 
put a ſtop to the cultivation, it was found 
neceſſary in the twenty-ſecond year of the 
reign of the ſaid Charles the Second to en- 
force it by the following act, entitled, 


* An act to prevent the planting of tobacco 
G « in 


P * 
* 
> wa 
- 
* 


2 
in Eügland, and regulating the been | 
I vpade 106 1079 to mn rar e d 2 
„ Whereas 5 5 wol ſiting” planting 
«and curing" bf tobacto, within diyers parts, 
of the kingdom of England, doth conti- 
nue and incteaſe, to the apparent loſs of 
% hie Majeſty's cuſtoms, and the diſcou- 
_ 6G ragenent" of hie Majeſty's plantations in 
* Amerien; and great prejudice of the trade 
« and navigation of this realm, and the vent 
of fts commodities thither, not withſtand- 
« ing an act of parliament made in the 
&« twelfth year of his 'Majeſty's reign that 
« now is; for the prevention thereof, enti- 
« tled, An a& for prohibiting the plant- 
* ing, | ſetting, or ſowing of tobacco in 
England and Ireland? ** And alſo one 
© other act of this preſent-parliament, made 
« in the 1 his ſaid Majeſty's 
© reign, entitled, An act for the encou- 
© ragement of trale. WOE: 7-785 

% And foraſmuch as: the remedies and 
* N by theſe wat are found not 
58; 2 large 


* 
— — 


(EO 
e large enough to obviate and prevent the 
N «planting thereof; Be it therefore enacted 
% by the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
. by and with the advice and conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal,” and Com- 
« mons in Parliament aſſembled, and by 
* the authority of - the ſurge, That from 
 « And after the rie day of May, which ſhall 
« be in the year of our Lord, One Thou- 
% fand Six Hundred and Seventy-one, all 
« juſtices of the peace, within their ſeveral 


« limits and juriſdictions, ſhall and do, a 


month before every general quarter-ſeſ- 
&« fions to be holden for their reſpective 
* counties, iſſue forth their warrants to all 
high - conſtables, petty-conſtables, and 
« tything-men, within their ſeveral limits, 
« thereby: requiring the faid high- conſta- 


d bles, petty-conſtables and tything-men, 


and every of them, to make diligent ſearch 


and inquiſition, what tobacco is then 


«. ſown, fet, planted, growing, curing, 
« cured or made within their ſeveral and 
G 2 % re- 


(4) 
% reſpoctiye limits and juriſdictione, und 


% hy whom 4. and to make a true and lawful 


<« preſentment in writing upon oath; at the 


next general quarter - ſeſſſons to be holden 


for ſuch county, of the names of all ſuch 
«© perſons-as have ſown, ſet, planted, cured 

6 0 made tobacco; and what the full 
fl quantity er is, or was ſown, ſet or 
46 planted (therewith, and who ate che im 
% mediato tenant or tenants, or preſent o- 
« cupiers of the land fo ſown, ſet or plant- 
« ed, who are or ſhall be deemed planters 

thereof, to all intents and purpoſes. 
Which ſaid  preſeritment upon - oath, 


„ ſhall be received and filed by the clerk | 
«of the ſaid county in open ſeſſions; and 


« after ſuch receipt and filing, ſhall be a 

« ſufficient conviction in law to all intents 
* and purpoſes, of all ſuch perſons as ſhall 
be ſo. preſented for the ſowing, ſetting, 
* planting, improving. to grow, making or 


d euring tobacco, either in ſeed, plant, 


leaf, or otherwiſe, contrary to the ſaid 
© recited 


(« ) | 
8 recited aft,or.nither.of, them; unleſs ſuch 
perſon or,.perſons ſa preſonted ſhall, ace 


«cording 49 the uſual, forms: 2 
ff Narr nοννννẽñW 
And. it is heroby e A 
1 r al conſtables, tything- men, bailiffa, and 
other public officers, ſhall and do within 
1e —— from time to 
* time, as often as occaſion thall require, 


& 82 fourteen days after wartant from 


t two or more of the juſtices of the peace 
e within ſuch county, town, city or place, 
« to. them, calling to their aſſiſtance ſuch 
« perſon. or perſons as they and every of 

* them ſhall find convenient and noceſſary, 
a « pluck up, burn, conſume, tear to pieces, 
« and utterly deſtroy, all tobacco ſeed, 
diy plant, leaf, planted, ſowed, or growing 
« in any field, earth or ground.” 

The other clauſes relative to the cultiva- 
tion of tobacco in this act, are, A penalty 
*« on the officers of five ſhillings for every 
rod, perch, or pole of ground fo ſet, 
« planted, 


CIOS 
"8 „ plantod, er lowed with" tobac6s, that 


*« ſhall be ſuffered or permitted to grow or 


ebe conſumed In ſeed, plant or leaf; with- 


in their juriſdietion, by the ſpuss of 


n fdurteen days after the receipt of ſuch 
*©;wartant or warrants.” .' A penalty for 
s refuſing to aſſiſt the officers, and alſb for 
** reſiſting them.“ And after making the 


dens, and reciting many other articles for 
regulating the plantation trade, the act thus 
concludes : Provided always, and be it 
% enacted. That this act ſhall continue in 
« force for nine years, and from thence to 
«© the next ſeſſion of parliament, and no 
% Jonger.” RI 
By an act made the fifth of George the 
Firſt, theſe acts are confirmed and rendered 
perpetual. * 
The repeated inforcement of them ſeems 
to prove, that large quantities of tobacco 


were raiſed at that period in theſe domi- . 


nions, and that even the penalty of ten 
pounds 


ſame proviſion as befbre for the phyſic gar- 


* 
* 


* 
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' 


' culture may not be confined to one diviſion. 


Cay 
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perſons from the cultivation of it. 
As an application has juſt been made to 


parliament i for an act to permit the gtowth; 


of it in Ixplaid, the obſervatlons made in 
this: Treatiſe will not, I flatter myſelf, he 
thought unworthy the noticeof the legiſla · 


of Oreat-Hritaln, but that every part of 
theſo united kingdoms may be allowed to 
ſhare in the emoluments avifing from it. 
The advantages which will proceed from 
the permiſſion, are too manꝝ to be enumerated 
in ſo ſhort a Work. Whether a ſufficient 
quantity can be raiſed in theſe kingdoms to 
ſupply the demand there was for it before 
the American trade became interrupted, (as 
a revival of the demand will be the certain 
conſequence of à reduction of the price) 


time alone can diſcover : but if enough be 
- only raàiſed for home conſumption, , this 


Will. 


amount) I doubt not but that tobaceo wilt 


will ——— fin to the u. 


tion. i 0 noize dr mor? d 


When che vary great promt, arifing\to 


the planter from every acre5bf tobacο 
metrical if I inform my readers to what they 


be conſidered as the moſt valuable branch of 
agriculture; which can be attended to- An 


emulation, heightened by the proſpect of 


gain, being once excited in the breaſts] of 
the landholders of theſe kingdoms, large 


tracks of land that now lie unimproved, will 


be cultivated; and, after ſome years, enough 
may — de niſed to miſwer the uſual 
By this means the revenue, which * 

been ſo greatly diminiſhed by the unhappy 
diviſions between Great- Britain and the co 
lonies, will be in à great mtaſure reſtoted. 
The duties to be collected for this purpoſe 
may either be laid on the plants before they 
are gathered, or during the time of cure, 
as 


* 


c & N 
Fenn of 


which would be attended with very little. 
alditional expenee, and probably, at no 
diſtant period, amount to as much as was 
heretofore received on imported tobacco = 
When the happy era arrives that will unite. 
once more Great-Britain to the American 
colonies (an event, L ſear, more to be wiſh- 

ed than expected) and a conſtant uninter- 
rupted ſupply of this neceſſary exotic pro 


. vided, the wonted- reſtraint might be re- 


newed, as far as is conſiſtent with the ſitu- id 


ation of both countries at that tine. 
By purſuing the rules laid down in the 
preceding chapters, which I have endea- 
voured to give in as explicit terms as poſſi- 
ble, country gentlemen and landholders in 
general will be enabled to raiſe much bet- 
ter tobacco than that which is uſually im- 
ported from Maryland or Virginia: for not- 
withſtanding there are not wanting prohi- 
bitory laws in thoſe countries to prevent the 
* from ſending to market any but the 

H prin- 


* 
Sz 
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principdl. leaves, yet as moſt other comma» 
dities are ſubject to abuſe; or adulteratian, 
they frequently, to increaſe thelr profit, 
ſmaller leaves of theſe with the others, which 
renders them much inferior in goodneſa. 
»The crops that I have rtaſon to believe 
may bo raiſed in England, will greatly ex» _ 
ceed in flavour and efficacy any that is im- 
ported from the ſouthern colonies : for 
though northern climates require far more 
care and exactneſs to cultivate and bring 
tobacco to à proper ſtate of maturity than 
warmer latitudes, yet this tardineſs of growth - 
tends to impregnate the plants with a greater 
quantity of ſalts, and conſequently of that 
aromatic flavour for which it is prized, 
| than is to be found in the produce of hotter 
climes, where it is brought to a ſtate of 
perfection, from the ſeed, in half the time 
required i in colder regions. 
A pound of tobacco raiſed in Naive 
land or Nova-Scotia is ſuppoſed to contain 
as 


{ 


| winiwch-real ſtrength as d pobnde af Vie- of 
ginia ; and I doubt not but that near double 
the quantity of ſalts might be extraQted from 


benen ee geo: 
Good tobacco, the deat te aha 
_ colonies, is powerful, aromatic, and 


"has a moſt pleaſing flavour. The fomes f 


it ale invigorating to the head, and leave not 


thot nauſea on the ſtomach that the common 


ſort does. As much time would be required 
to ſmoke one, pipe of it, as three of that 
which is generally uſed : before ſo great a 
quantity of the vapour could be drawn from 
it as to prove hurtful, the ſmoker, from in- 
toxication, would be unable to continue his 
amuſement, I can truly ſay, after a reſi- 
dence of ſeveral years in England, that 1 
never met with any tobacco, though I fre- 
quently ſmoke, that in ſtrength or the deli- 


cacy of its flavour, is to be compared with 


that which I have been accuſtomed to in 
New. England. 


. 1 
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— e have given accounts of * 


bad: effects proceeding from an immaderate 


uſe of tobacco. Borrhi mentions a perſon, 
who through exceſs of ſmoking, bad dried 


his brain to ſo great a degree, that after his 


death there was hothing found in his ſkull 
but a ſmall black lump confiſting-of mere 
membranes. From the uſe of good tobacco 


this could not have happened; for, a8 1 


have Juſt obſerved, the fumes which only 


prove noxious from an immoderate con tinu- 
ance, could not have been S in often 


as to produce ſuch dreadful effects. 5. 


To the inſtructions already Re 1 ſhall 


add, that I would adviſe the planter, in his 


firſt trials, not, to be too avaricious, but to 


top his plants before they have gained their 


utmoſt height; leaving only about the mid- 
dle quantity of leaves directed before, to 


give it a tolerable degree of ſtrength. For 

though this, if exceſſive, might be abated 
during the cure, by an increaſe of ſweating, 
or be remedied the next ſeaſon by more 


leaves 


&# 


3 nd fa; . 
be added; fand without 4 certain es 


| the" tobacco will always Be titles that I 
little value. On the contruxy, chough it _ 
de ever ſo much Heabened by Westin, and 
mereby rendered mild, vet it will never 


Joſe: that aromatic flayour which accompa- 


nied that "ſtrength. and which” greatly ade 
10 Pe 


t ill Value. no ad os 


— in the UirdMiſs efore pled h- adeg 
- the plants from the ſeed,” I haye omitted to 
mention che ſize of the beds” on 8 2 
5 pro- 
quare pad 


a ſpezified number of them / m 
duced. I apprehend that a” 
of land, for which a very ſmall quantity of 
ſeed is ſufficient, they being ſo diminutive, 
will produce about five hundred plants, and 
allow proper ſpace for their nurture” till ny 
are fit to tranſplant. me 


I ſhall alſo juſt add, though the Gt, 
Alo ved in particular parts of 


can only be 


theſe kingdoms, that the Americans uſually 
chuſe for the place here they intend to 
: * 4 2 5 f make ] 
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Sele r ths. se A 
müring it wich che eee. , 
therein, the ſeedl, without adding any other 
* or taking any other ſteps. Where 
this method cannot be purſded {though it 44 
i. uch dhe beſt, ag it deſtys at the Game 
Lime the weeds) wood aſhys, which are mat 


"proper manute for this Purpale, may be 


ſtrewed over the mould in which 


s.defigned to be ſown. IR 1 


perſon inclined: to enter upon the cultivation 
of tobacco, yet if any nobleman or gentle- 
man wiſhes to conſult him upon the lubject, 
he will give his attendance d a 
Une at his Publiſher 1. 0 


. 


» 
* 


5 af Heb 


— 
— 
2 
— 
* 


